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EXCHANGE OF GOOD PRACTICES

for National Judges, Prosecutors and Lawyers

Practical problems of the application

of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights
Field of application (criteria for a real connection) 

and limits of the application of the provisions of the Charter

On the occasion of 10 years of the entry into force of the Lisbon treaty and the EU Charter of Fundamental rights

Sofia, Boyana Residence, 21 – 24 November 2019
Thursday, 21 November
Application of the Charter of Fundamental Rights to the refugees/asylum seekers/migrants
Arrivals of the participants

15.00
The EU Charter of Fundamental rights and the EU internal market – practical application.
· Assoc. prof. Dr. Hristo HRISTEV, Faculty of Law, Sofia University “St. Cl. Ohridski”
16.30
Coffee-break 
16.45 
The Charter and the rights of refugees – theoretical and practical aspects
· Prof. Dr. Blagoy VIDIN, Faculty of Law, Sofia University “St. Cl. Ohridski”
18.15 
Asylum issues in the context of the EU Charter of Fundamental rights.
· Dr. Elena LAZAR, Faculty of Law, University of Bucharest, Romania
· Dr. Christos CELIOS and Katerina LIMPEROPOULOS, Attorneys-at-Law, International Organization for Migration (IOM), Greece

19.00
Case-law discussion on refugees rights under the EU Law (chaired by Dr. Elena LAZAR)
20.00 
dinner

Friday, 22 November
Field of application of the Charter of Fundamental Rights
9.30 
The Charter and the European convention of Human rights – different fields of applications
· Prof. Dr. Blagoy Vidin, Sofia University “St. Cl. Ohridski ”
11.15 
Case law discussion (Chaired by prof. Blagoy VIDIN, Sofia University)
12.00 
Lunch
13.00 
Official opening
Danail KIRILOV, Minister of Justice of the Republic of Bulgaria

Boyan MAGDALINCHEV, Official representative of the Supreme Judicial Council

Ralitsa NEGENTSOVA, Chairman of the Supreme Bar Council

Dimitrios CHRONOPOULOS, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Hellenic Republic

Prof. Ion GALEA, Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the Republic of Romania

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Diana KOVACHEVA, Ombudsman of the Republic of Bulgaria

Prof. Dr. Daniel VALCHEV, Dean of the Faculty of Law, Sofia University “St. Cl. Ohridski”

13.30 
Main theoretical and practical issues of defining the scope of the Charter – application in the EU Member States in the CJEU jurisprudence.
· Prof. Ph.D. Atanas SEMOV, Jean Monnet Chair, Judge at the Constitutional Court of the Republic of Bulgaria, Project Leader.

14.30 
Current problems in defining the scope of the Charter in the light of the latest ECJ practice. Procedural dimensions of the applicability of the Charter by a national court (with a practical discussion).
· Dr. Kathleen GUTMAN, Référendaire in the Cabinet of Advocate General Prof. Evgeni Tanchev – 
Court of Justice of the European Union, Luxembourg
16.00 
Coffee break
16.15 
The independence of justice in the light of article 47 of the Charter
· Dr. Camelia Carmen Akimescu, Faculty of Law, University of Bucharest, Romania

17.15
The right of good administration according art. 41 of the Charter in the light of the EU antitrust law. 

· Agapia KIRILOVA, PhD student at Faculty of Law, Sofia University
18.30 

Discussion (Chaired by Dr. Angela WARD)
20.00 

Dinner 
Saturday, 23 November
Problems of the application of the individual provisions of the Charter
9.00 

Justified limitations of Charter rights. The relationship with other sources of fundamental rights protection, and in particular the ECHR

· Dr. Kathleen GUTMAN, Référendaire in the Cabinet of Advocate General Prof. Evgeni Tanchev – 
Court of Justice of the EU, Luxembourg
9.45
Complex areas in the application of the Charter: reasons for the debate on horizontality, rights vs. principles, and levels of protection.
· Dr. Angela Ward, Référendaire in the Cabinet of Advocate General Prof. Evgeni Tanchev – 
Court of Justice of the EU, Luxembourg

12.00 
Coffee break
12.15 
A step by step guide on how to solve a court's legal problem entailing the alleged breach of the Charter of Fundamental Rights. Practical discussion.
· Dr. Angela Ward, Référendaire in the Cabinet of Advocate General Prof. Evgeni Tanchev –
Court of Justice of the EU, Luxembourg

13.00 
Lunch
13.30 
The Charter, the protection of private data and the intangibility of the private life
· Assoc. prof. Dr. Hristo HRISTEV, Faculty of Law, Sofia University “St. Cl. Ohridski”
16.30
Coffee break
16.45
The Charter, digital technologies and personal data
· Yordanka IVANOVA, PhD student at Faculty of Law, Sofia University
17.30 
Discussion (Chaired by Assoc. prof. Dr. Hristo HRISTEV)
19.00
Dinner
Sunday, 24 November
Application of the Charter by National Courts
(case study and discussion module)
9.00 
Specific importance of the Charter of fundamental rights in the practice of Bulgarian jurisdiction – comparative reading and case discussion
· Dr. Savina MIHAILOVA-GOLEMINOVA, Faculty of Law, Sofia University
10.30 
Application of the Charter by Bulgarian Supreme administrative court and other courts

· Judge Donka CHAKAROVA, Judge at the Supreme Administrative Court

11.30 
Application of the Charter by the Greek courts

· Judge Triantafila ALEGRA, President of the Court of First Instance of Athens, Greece
12.00 
Coffee break
 
12.15
Article by article reading of EU Charter in light of the CJEU’s related jurisprudence. Discussion. 
· Dr. Savina MIHAILOVA-GOLEMINOVA, Faculty of Law, Sofia University
14.30
Final discussion and closing remarks (Chaired by Dr. Angela WARD)
15.00
Farwell lunch
Departure of the participants from Greece and Romania
.
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